THE BRISTOL MERCHANTS AND
(3) Brandan discovered western lands in the sixth century; (4) " Circa An. 1497. Sebastian Caboto, sent by King Henry the Seventh, did discover from Newfownd Land so far...to Laborador"; (5) in 1576 and 1577 Martin Frobisher discovered the broken lands "sowth of Laborador" (evidently so named for Greenland, as in many other instances).1
It is apparent that Dee did not write as a critical historian, for he gave as much weight to the legends of Madoc and Brandan as to the authenticated discoveries of Cabot and Frobisher. In his substitution of Sebastian for John Cabot he was committing an error common to nearly all the* sixteenth-century writers, and cannot on that account be charged with any special carelessness. After making the above deductions from his merits as an authority we are left with the significant fact that he believed there were two discoveries of North America under Henry VII, by Thorne and Elyot in 1494, and by Cabot in 1497. Moreover, he was the first writer to express that belief. The Cabot discovery, in one form or another, was common knowledge, but for the Thorne and Elyot story Dee was possessed of some information exclusive to himself. Its source was as follows. In 1527 Robert Thorne the younger, son of the Robert Thorne of 1494, had written to Henry VIII of a proposal to search for a northern passage to Asia; and at about the same time he had addressed a more detailed memorial on the subject to Dr Edward Lee, the English ambassador then in Spain. After Thome's death in 1532, copies of these manuscripts remained in the hands of a merchant friend of his, one Emanuel Lucar, who in time transmitted them to his son Cyprian Lucar; and in 1577 Cyprian Lucar lent them to John*Dee.2 The latter was therefore in possession of the then unpublished writings of Robert Thorne. Dee's copies still exist in the Cotton collection, slightly mutilated by fire.3 It must be said that they are of Elizabethan date and are not the transcripts made in 1527. The relevant passage for our purpose, stating that the elder Thorne and Hugh Elyot discovered Newfoundland, has been reproduced above.4 No date is therein allotted to the discovery. Neither is it dated in the other MS, copy preserved in Lansdowne MSS. 100, 'ff, 65-80 b, nor in the printed versions of Richard Hakluyt Dee's copyist was somewhat careless; in two instances he has omitted a whole line of the matter, as may be seen by comparing him with Hakluyt, who worked from
1 No. 12, John Dee's statements.
a Cotton MSS., Vitdlius C vii, f. 344, letter from Cyprian Lucar to Dee.
* Ibid. ff. 329-345.                           '     .
4 No. 13, Robert Thome's statement